
7th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 
 

Students are required to read TWO books (see list below) and complete the corresponding 

activities. This Summer Reading Assignment is due the first day of school. 

 

Choose TWO of the following: 

Between the Lines - Jodi Picoult and Samantha Van Leer 
 

A Tale Dark and Grimm - Adam Gidwitz 
 

Flora & Ulysses - Kate DiCamillo 
 
Chasing Vermeer - Blue Balliett 
 
Pictures of Hollis Woods - Patricia Reilly Giff 
 

 
Book Summaries: 

 
Between the Lines - This story is of a young Prince who is stuck in a fairy tale and desperate to stop 
repeating the same script every time someone reads the book, and the teenage reader who loves 
the book, hears and understands his plea, and vows to help him. 

 
A Tale Dark and Grimm - Follow Hansel and Gretel as they walk out of their own story and into 
eight more tales, encountering such wicked creatures as witches, along with kindly strangers and 
other helpful folk. 
 
Flora & Ulysses - This book tells the story of Flora Belle Buckman and a squirrel named Ulysses, who 
develops unusual intellectual and physical capabilities after being sucked into a vacuum cleaner. In 
bonding with Ulysses, the guarded Flora learns to discard her cynicism and be more open-hearted. 
 
Chasing Vermeer - When a book of unexplainable occurrences brings Petra Andalee and Calder 
Pillay together, strange things start to happen: seemingly unrelated events connect, an eccentric 
woman seeks their company, and an invaluable Vermeer painting disappears. Before they know it, 
the two find themselves at the center of an international art scandal, where no one – neighbors, 
parents, teachers – is spared from suspicion. 
 
Pictures of Hollis Woods - Pictures of Hollis Woods is an emotional story about a little girl searching 
for a family. Hollis Woods is abandoned as a baby and spends her life being sent to various foster 
homes. Her story alternates between the time she spends with Josie Cahill and the summer she 
spent with the Regan family, who wanted to adopt her. This is a heartwarming novel about a 
troubled girl finding a family who will love her. 

 



Project Assignment:  

1. Create a cover page. Include: 

 Your first and last name 

 The titles and authors of the books you read from the list above. 

 Name of the project. 

Example:  

Book #1 Title 

Author 

Project Choice 

 

Book #2 Title 

Author 

Clothes Hanger Book Mobile 

 

By: Your First and Last Name 

 

2. Choose ONE of the following projects for book choice #1.  

 

 Graphic Novel: Design a graphic novel version of the book. Write the dialogue and 
illustrate a graphic novel of the story. Include each element of the plot: 
exposition, rising action, conflict, climax, falling action and resolution. Your 
graphic novel must be in book form and have a front and back cover. Your book 
needs to have a minimum of 8 pages (2 folded pieces of plain computer paper 
make an 8-page book) and must include dialogue and illustration on each page in 
addition to the front and back covers. Front and back covers must be colored. 
Coloring the inside pages is optional. 

 
 

 Book Trailer: Create a video book trailer including each element of the plot: 
exposition, rising action, conflict, climax, falling action and resolution enticing 
the viewers to want to read the novel. It must include sound, pictures, and 
words. You may share this video with jmattarochia@agsknights.com or bring it 
to school on a flash drive. 

 

mailto:jmattarochia@agsknights.com


 Newspaper: Design a mini newspaper about the novel. Include each element of 
the plot: exposition, rising action, conflict, climax, falling action and resolution 
from the novel to create a newspaper. You need to include different sections like: 
weather, comics, breaking news, letters to the editor, sports, entertainment, and 
other sections in a newspaper. Your newspaper must include a front and back 
page along with 5 other sections.  

 

3. This project is for book choice #2.  

 

 Clothes Hanger Book Mobile: Complete the graphic organizers as you read. This 
are for your use only and do not need to be handed in with your project. Transfer 
your information onto the FINAL COPY. Follow the instructions for assembling your 
clothes hanger book mobile. Your project must be colored but make sure your 
writing can be easily read. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7th Grade Summer Reading Assignment Rubric 
50 Points 

Cover Page _____/5 
 
Project #1: ____/20 

REQUIRED ELEMENTS: 
10 points - The final project includes all the required elements. One point will be taken 
away for each missing element. 

              
CONTENT: 
5 points - The project reflects deep understanding and accuracy regarding the book. 
4 points - The project reflects some understanding and accuracy regarding the book. 
3 points - The project reflects little understanding and accuracy regarding the book. 

 
NEATNESS/CREATIVITY/ATTRACTIVENESS: 
5 points - The final project is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and 
neatness. 
4 points - The final project is acceptably attractive in terms of design, layout, and 
neatness. 
3 points - The final project is messy or poorly designed. 

 
Clothes Hanger Book Mobile: ____/20 
  REQUIRED ELEMENTS: 

10 points - The final project includes all the required elements. One point will be taken 
away for each missing element. 

 
CONTENT: 
5 points - The project reflects deep understanding and accuracy regarding the book. 
4 points - The project reflects some understanding and accuracy regarding the book. 
3 points - The project reflects little understanding and accuracy regarding the book. 

 
NEATNESS/CREATIVITY/ATTRACTIVENESS: 
5 points - The final project is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and 
neatness. 
4 points - The final project is acceptably attractive in terms of design, layout, and 
neatness. 
3 points - The final project is messy or poorly designed. 

 
Spelling/Grammar/Mechanics: _____/5 

5 points = 0-2 errors 
4 points = 3-5 errors 
3 points = 6-8 errors 
2 points = 9 or more errors 






























